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Dear Parents,

Happy New Year! I’m hoping while your family celebrated both Thanksgiving and Christmas with
friends and family, you may have noticed a glimpse of hospitality and sincere listening from your
middle schoolers. While we understand we’re planting seeds that may take years to bear fruit, it has
been exciting for us to catch brief moments of character development right here in our hallways and
classrooms; a student stepping out of their comfort zone as they mentor their chapel or reading
buddies, or displaying a bit more patience with someone who is expressing a different point of view
than their own. We are measuring our victories in small steps, but steps that are heading in the right
direction.

As we share the details of the last lesson, The Talking Stick, as well as the upcoming lesson, Chess
or Checkers, you will have an opportunity to ask a few more questions of your teen. We encourage
you to walk alongside with us as we hope to open their hearts and minds, and to adjust their
perspective. Life truly will be more joy-filled if they can learn to better understand and appreciate the
people God has placed in their lives.

Thank you again for trusting us with your most valuable treasure. We remain committed to
challenging, nurturing, inspiring, and helping them to become young men and women of integrity
and faith.

Blessings,
Cindy
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As we began our last unit, we were blessed to have our 2nd grade teacher, Madi Winkeler, introduce the
lesson. Miss. Winkeler, who is Native American, did a wonderful job explaining the purpose of a “talking
stick” and the importance of listening thoughtfully to people who may have a different perspective
because of their different life experiences.

The Talking Stick
Listen and empathize before you lead

Core Competencies: Listening | Empathy | Asking Questions

Summary Statement:
The Talking Stick reminds us that before we lead we must listen. Leaders seek to understand
the perspective of others before they communicate their own point. They show empathy and
ask good questions. As a result, they earn the right to be heard.



A Look at the Book:
Grab a Bible and skim through the book of Mark. Notice how often Jesus asks questions. It’s
constant. In fact, scholars have noted that in the sixty-plus conversations that Jesus is involved in,
he asks no fewer than fifty questions! Take a look at Mark 12:13-17 as the Pharisees attempt to trap
Jesus into saying something that would lead to his arrest.

1. What do you notice about the questions Jesus asks?

2. Why do you think He asks these questions in the first place — doesn’t He already know the
answers? Was Jesus simply seeking information, or was there another purpose involved?

3. Proverbs 18:2 says, “A fool finds no pleasure in understanding but delights in airing his
own opinions.” I’ve been guilty of this. Why do you think we’re more inclined to talk
than to listen?

Home Questions: What is the greatest emotional need of people today? People long to be
understood. Ask your child to share with you how the talking stick changed the atmosphere
between the two Native American Tribes as they were on the verge of conflict. (Hopefully



they remember, we finished this unit just before Christmas break!)  Share a time when you
didn’t listen thoughtfully or didn’t consider the value of someone else’s perspective, but now
wish you had a “do-over”. In our busy lives, it can be a struggle to patiently listen and make
sure others feel valued and understood. It’s important that we do our best to model genuine
listening whenever our children give us the opportunity. Consider implementing a nightly
question at dinner. Where would you like to travel one day, what’s the best quality in a
friend, what would be your dream job, or who would you like to grow to be more like? The
questions don’t matter nearly as much as the listening.

Chess and Checkers
Core Competencies: Emotional Intelligence | Managing Relationships | Leveraging
Strengths

Summary Statement:
In checkers, all the game pieces move in the same way. In chess, you move each piece differently
based on its ability. Wise leaders play chess, not checkers, as they manage relationships. They
connect with individuals based on their unique personality and strengths.



A Look at the Book:

1 Corinthians 12:12-18
The human body has many parts, but the many parts make up one whole body. So it is with the
body of Christ. Some of us are Jews, some are Gentiles, some are slaves, and some are free.
But we have all been baptized into one body by one Spirit, and we all share the same Spirit.
Yes, the body has many different parts, not just one part. If the foot says, “I am not a part of
the body because I am not a hand,” that does not make it any less a part of the body. And if
the ear says, “I am not part of the body because I am not an eye,” would that make it any less
a part of the body? If the whole body were an eye, how would you hear? Or if your whole
body were an ear, how would you smell anything? But our bodies have many parts, and God
has put each part just where he wants it.

In this passage, we read how the Church is compared to a human body. The strength that each
person possesses meets a certain need, just like a body needs a nose, eyes, ears and mouth.

1. Why do we naturally expect others to be “like us?” Why are we more comfortable with people
who are the same as we are?

2. After reading this scripture, list two conclusions we can draw about why God gave people
different strengths.

Most important of all, continue to show deep love for each other, for love covers a multitude of
sins. Cheerfully share your home with those who need a meal or a place to stay. God has given
each of you a gift from his great variety of spiritual gifts. Use them well to serve one another.
Do you have the gift of speaking? Then speak as though God himself were speaking through



you. Do you have the gift of helping others? Do it with all the strength and energy that God
supplies. Then everything you do will bring glory to God through Jesus Christ. All glory and
power to him forever and ever! Amen. 1st Peter 4:8-11

3. In this passage, Peter instructs us to use our “special gift” to serve others. How can you do
this? How can you help others find their gift and do this?

Home Challenge
Find a time to sit with your family and try to identify some of the strengths and gifts of each of you.  What
do you admire and appreciate, how can you support each other? Take a moment to discuss Moses and
Aaron and how God allowed them to work together to achieve miraculous results that neither could have
accomplished alone.

● Moses was a great leader who, for whatever reason, feared to speak publicly. When he railed at
the thought of speaking to Pharaoh, God appointed Moses’s brother, Aaron, as his speaker and
supporter. Aaron gladly did this, speaking for Moses, and supporting him in all the ways he
needed. Good partnerships like this make for excellent friendships. Sometimes, God calls us into
the life of another so that our weaknesses might be made less, and so that we may fill in those
same gaps for someone else.Together, Moses and Aaron accomplished one of the most glorious
rescues in all of history, and all because they were willing to work together to accomplish God’s
will.


